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and trusts of maturer years. It presents piety, free from asceticism, 
as the moderator of recreation no less than as the guide in duty, — as 
the arbiter of social intercourse no less than as the presiding spirit in 
the hours given ostensibly to contemplation and to God. The Society 
which issues and circulates such books, if under the auspices of a single 
denomination, is yet doing good service to the whole Church. 



13. — Selections from Modem Greek Writers, in Prose and Poetry. 
With Notes. By C. C. Felton, LL. D., Eliot Professor of Greek 
Literature in Harvard University. Cambridge : John Bartlett. 
1856. 12mo. pp. 215. 

The first observation that suggests itself, in looking over these ex- 
tracts, is, either that we have been mistaken as to the degree of corrup- 
tion which the Ancient Greek has undergone during these modern 
centuries, or that the scholars of the present day have been marvellously 
successful in the endeavor to restore their language to the classical 
standard. We find few sentences that are not at once intelligible, and 
not a few in which we should hardly be aware that we were not read- 
ing an ancient author. "We doubt whether any one of the languages of 
Modern Europe has sustained fewer changes in construction within the 
last five centuries, than the Greek has since the Periclean age, while 
none has preserved its orthography intact to a similar degree. "We 
find it easier to read Tricoupes than Chaucer. We can have no 
stronger evidence of the perfectness of the Greek as the vehicle of 
thought and feeling, than its virtual persistence in a dismembered na- 
tionality, and through a series of convulsions, inroads, and oppressions 
which would have reduced any language that could have been replaced 
by its equivalent to a mongrel patois. Professor Felton, we need not 
say, has given us only such selections as merit the preference accorded 
to them ; and his notes, while they render indispensable aid in the ex- 
position of the text, contain also several interesting morceaux of biog- 
raphy and history. 



14 — Mexico and its Religion; with Incidents of Travel in that Coun- 
try during Parts of the Tears 1851, '52, '53, '54, and Historical 
Notices of Events connected with Places visited. By Robert A. 
Wilson. With Illustrations. New York : Harper and Brothers. 
1855. 24mo. pp. 406. 

This is the work of a man of careful observation, keen insight, and 



